SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE GIRL

the bowels1 is closely connected with paranoid mechanisms.2 These,,
mechanisms are most effective in that phase in which, in its sadist#>
masturbation phantasies, the child destroys its copulating parents,4rl
secret ways by means of its urine, faeces and flatus;3 these primary
means and ways of attack become secondarily reinforced on account-
of its fear of being counter-attacked and are employed for defensive-^
purposes.4

As far as I can judge, the girl's sexual life and ego are more
strongly and enduringly influenced in their development than are
those of the boy by this sense of omnipotence of the function of the
bladder and bowels. The attacks they make with their excreta are
levelled at their mother, in the first instance at her breast and then
at the inside of her body. Since the girl's destructive impulses
against her mother's body are more powerful and enduring than the
boy's, she will evolve stronger clandestine and cunning methods of
attack, based upon the magic of excrements and other excretions5
and upon the omnipotence of her thoughts, in conformity with the
hidden and mysterious nature of that world within her mother's
body and her own; whereas the boy will concentrate his feelings of
hatred on his father's penis, which he assumes to be inside his mother,

1 Cf. Freud, Totem and Taboo (1913), S.E. 13, p. 85; also, Ferenczi, "Stages
in the Development of a Sense of Reality5 (1913), and Abraham, "The
Narcissistic Evaluation of Excretory Processes in Dreams and Neurosis' (1917).

3 For the connection between paranoia and anal functions, cf. Freud,
Ferenczi, Von Ophuijsen, Starcke and others.

s Cf. Chapter X.

4 Sadistic omnipotence of this kind, used primarily to destroy the parents
or one of them by means of the excreta, becomes modified in the course of the
child's development and is often employed to inflict moral pain on the object
or to control and dominate it intellectually. Owing to this modification and
because the child now makes its attacks in a secret and insidious fashion and
has to display an equal watchfulness and mental ingenuity in guarding against
counter-attacks of a corresponding character, its original sense of omnipotence
becomes of fundamental importance for the growth of its ego in both sexes. In
his paper referred to above, Abraham takes the view that the omnipotence
of the functions of the bladder and bowels is a precursor of the omnipotence
of thoughts; and in his paper, "The Madonna's Conception through the Ear'
(1923), Ernest Jones has shown that thoughts are equated to flatus. I too think
that the child equates its faeces, and more especially its invisible flatus, with
that other secret and invisible substance, its thoughts, and furthermore that
it imagines that in its covert attacks on its mother's body it has put them
inside her by magic means. (Cf. Chapter VIII of this book.)

5 The fact that the woman attaches her narcissism to her body as a whole
must be in part due to her connecting her sense of omnipotence with her
various bodily functions and excretory processes, and thus distributing it to
a greater extent over the whole of her body, whereas the man focusses it more
upon his genitals. After all, in the last analysis it is through her body that she
captures and controls her real objects by magic means.
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